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Canadians Andre De
Grasse and Aaron
Brown, seen here at
nationals in July, have
advanced to the semifinals in the men’s
100 metres at the
world track and field
championships.

SPORTS

Brown, De Grasse move on
The Canadian Press

DOHA, Qatar
Canadians Andre De Grasse and Aaron Brown
have advanced to the semifinals in the men’s 100
metres at the world track and field championships.
De Grasse, a three-time Olympic medallist
from Markham, Ont., was second in his heat on
the opening day of the worlds on Friday, finish-

ing in 10.13 seconds. Two-time world champion
Justin Gatlin of the United States won in 10.06
seconds.
Toronto’s Brown also was second in his heat in
10.16 seconds. Akani Simbine of South Africa was
first at 10.01.
The top three in each heat and the next six
fastest advanced to Saturday’s semifinals. The
final is also Saturday.
Meanwhile, Alysha Newman of London, Ont.,
qualified for the women’s pole vault final. Newman cleared the qualifying height of 4.60 metres
to advance to Sunday’s final.
Genevieve Lalonde of Moncton, N.B., advanced to the final in the women’s 3,000-metre
steeplechase. Lalonde was seventh in her heat
and 15th overall with a time of 9 minutes 30.01
seconds.
In the men’s 5,000, Mohammed Ahmed of St.
Catharines, Ont., and Toronto’s Justyn Knight
qualified for the final. Ahmed was fourth in his
heat and 12th overall in 13:25.35, while Knight
was ninth in his heat and 14th overall in 13:25.95
Lindsey Butterworth of North Vancouver,
B.C., qualified for the semis in the women’s 800
metres. She was fourth in her heat and eighth
overall with a time of 2:01.64.

Worlds open in Qatar
The Associated Press

DOHA, Qatar
When the world track and field championships opened in the Middle East for the
first time Friday, there were some noticeable absences: Usain Bolt, Caster Semenya,
Russian flags and fans.
The 40,000-seat stadium — the first
open-air venue of its kind with air conditioning — was cooling thousands of empty
seats Friday night, many of them covered
by enormous canvas signs.
Perhaps more tickets would have been
sold if Usain Bolt, the sport’s most charismatic figure who has been at every world
championships since 2003, had not retired
after the 2017 event. His absence opens the
door for American sprinters Christian
Coleman and Justin Gatlin, both tainted by
doping cases. Gatlin’s doping issues were
from years ago, but Coleman had a case
against him for missing tests dropped just
two weeks ago because of a technicality.
Both men cruised through heats in the 100
metres to qualify for the semifinals
Saturday
Back on the track for the first time since
news of the missed doping tests emerged,
Coleman qualified fastest, starting strongly
before slowing in the last 10 metres to finish in 9.98 seconds. Coleman moved silently past waiting media in Khalifa
International Stadium, leaving Gatlin to
talk about his rival’s problems.
“I’ve had contact with him and had a
relationship with him, way before he
turned pro,” Gatlin said. “When people are
going through anything in life, you want to
reach out to him.”
Gatlin, 37, was suspended twice for doping violations. In 2017, he beat Bolt at
worlds and was greeted with boos in
London.
Reporters asked Gatlin what the event is
like without his former rival’s star power.
“Just say his name. It’s cool,” Gatlin said.
“You treat him like Voldemort from Harry
Potter.”
That is how some are treating the
23-year-old Coleman after the three missed
drug tests across a year.
Semenya is barred from these championships for failing to take drugs demanded
by the IAAF to reduce her natural testosterone level. The women’s 800 metres heats
started without the woman who won gold
at the last two Olympics and three world
championships.
But the first of the 30 Russians entered
as neutrals did take to the track after passing vetting of their drug-testing histories.
They aren’t allowed to use their flag or play
their anthem.

Shapovalov in semis at Chengdu
The Canadian Press

CHENGDU, China
Canada’s Denis Shapovalov is off to the semifinals of the Chengdu Open.
The No. 8 seed from Richmond Hill, Ont., beat
Egor Gerasimov of Belarus 6-4, 3-6, 6-3 in a quarterfinal on Friday at the ATP Tour 250 event.
It marks Shapovalov’s third semifinal appearance of the year. The world No. 34 can reach his
first final of 2019 with a win over 63rd-ranked
Pablo Carreno Busta of Spain on Saturday.
“It feels great. I feel like I’m in good form, kind
of getting over that jet leg now,” Shapovalov said.
Shapovalov won 85 per cent of points on first
serve and notched nine aces against the 98thranked Gerasimov.
“It was tough today,” Shapovalov said. “Egor’s
a very good player, a very good up-and-coming
guy. It was difficult, it’s tough to read his serve
and he’s pretty flashy. Tough match, so I’m really
happy to get the win and be in another semis.”
Shapovalov, 20, has won eight of his past 10
matches after enduring a rocky stretch following
a run to the Miami Open semis in March.
Shapovalov will move up to at least 32nd in
the world rankings next week. He could move as
high as 25th if he wins the tournament.

