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Drug companies in Canada 
are allowed to make lower 
priced generic versions of the 
blockbuster drug Ozempic as of 
next week, but experts say 
patients shouldn’t expect it to 
be available for at least a few 
months.

As of Dec. 29, Health Canada 
had received nine submissions 
seeking approval to make 
semaglutide, the active ingredi-
ent in Ozempic and Wegovy, 
the brand-name diabetes and 
weight-loss drugs manufac-
tured by Novo Nordisk. 

“Health Canada under-
stands that there is consider-
able interest in lowering costs 
associated with this highly pre-

scribed drug by introducing 
generic versions,” spokesper-
son Mark Johnson said in an 
email to The Canadian Press. 

Sandoz Canada, Apotex, 
Teva Canada, Taro 
Pharmaceuticals and Aspen 
Pharmacare Canada have all 
applied for Health Canada 
authorization, according to its 
list of generic submissions.

Sandoz Canada and Teva 
Canada told The Canadian 
Press they couldn’t provide any 
information on expected time-
lines for their products, while 
the others either could not be 
reached or did not respond to 
requests for comment. 

The remaining companies 
weren’t named because their 
submissions were received 

prior to April 1, 2024, when the 
policy requiring a sponsor 
name changed, Johnson said. 

Mina Tadrous, a pharmaceu-
tical policy expert at the 
University of Toronto, said a 
generic semaglutide medication 
is unlikely to be approved until 
late spring or early summer. 

“Canadians should not be 
expecting a product in 
January,” he said. 

Based on generic pricing 
models in Canada, patients 
can expect the drug to be 
priced as low as 35 per cent of 
the brand-name Ozempic cost, 
which can be a few hundred 
dollars a month, Tadrous said, 
noting that there will likely be 
multiple generic semaglutide 
medications competing with 
each other. 

The “target timeline” for 
Health Canada’s scientific 
review of generic drug submis-
sions is 180 days, Johnson said. 

That doesn’t include the 
extra time required if Health 
Canada needs more informa-
tion from the drug company. 

Evaluating generic semaglu-
tide drugs is more complex 
than many other medication 
approvals, he said. 

That’s because semaglutide 
was originally developed using 
biological processes, but the 
generic versions can be made 
using more simple chemical 
means.

“Generic semaglutide prod-
ucts are complex synthetic 
products that are pharmaceuti-
cally equivalent to the brand 
name drug, but with possible 
differences that could impact 
safety and efficacy,” Johnson 
said. “The manufacturer must 
show that these differences do 
not affect the safety, efficacy, or 
quality of the drug compared to 
the brand name drug.”

Dr. Ehud Ur, an endocrinol-
ogist in Vancouver, said being 
able to prescribe generic 
semaglutide will be “very excit-
ing,” noting that semaglutide 
would be an effective medica-
tion for many of his patients, 
but they aren’t on it because 

they can’t afford it. 
“The price could drop pretty 

sharply and become quite 
affordable for people with Type 
2 diabetes and obesity,” he said. 

“I would say that the biggest 
barrier to (taking) Ozempic is 
not side effects or worries 
about its efficacy but its cost,” 
Ur said. “When you’re talking 
about two, three, four hundred 
dollars a month, (for) a lot of 
people, you know, that is just 
impossible.”

Ur said generics should 
“theoretically” be the same as 
the brand name, but occasion-
ally patients don’t have as good 
a response to generic medica-
tions so may decide to stay 
with the original. 

Canada is the only country 
where Novo Nordisk allowed 
the patent for its semaglutide 
drugs to expire, paving the way 
for “regulatory exclusivity” to 
end on Jan. 4.

In an interview with The 
Canadian Press in late 
December, Novo Nordisk 
Canada president Vince 
Lamanna declined to give any 
details about the patent lapse, 
citing intellectual property 
confidentiality. 

Lamanna said more than a 
million patients in Canada are 
taking the brand-name medi-
cations.

“Irrespective of what hap-
pens in January or through 

2026, we’re committed to sup-
porting patients on semaglu-
tide — and that includes both 
Ozempic and Wegovy — and to 
continuing to make it avail-
able,” he said, noting that the 
company will provide “financial 
and savings support” to some 
patients who don’t have insur-
ance coverage and don’t want 
to switch to a generic version. 

Eli Lilly, Novo Nordisk’s 
main competitor for diabetes 
and weight loss medication, 
still holds its patent in Canada 
and there’s no imminent pat-
ent expiry for its drugs: 
Mounjaro and Zepbound. 

The active ingredient in 
those drugs is tirzepatide, 
which like semaglutide acts on 
glucagon-like peptide-1 (GLP-
1) hormone receptors, but also 
targets glucose-dependent 
insulinotropic polypeptide 
(GIP) receptors.  

“Lilly remains confident in 
the differentiated benefits of 
tirzepatide, the first and only 
dual GIP/GLP-1 receptor ago-
nist approved to treat adults 
with obesity and adults with 
type two diabetes,” the compa-
ny said in an email statement 
to The Canadian Press. 

The statement did not 
address questions about 
whether or not Eli Lilly would 
provide cost savings to 
patients in order to compete 
with generic semaglutide.
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Scan code
to view development 

notices online 
(updated weekly)

RESIDENTIAL
57 SCOTT CRESCENT SE - Garage.

HOME BUSINESS
9 978 1 STREET SW - Home Business Minor - Service 
(Property Maintenance)

961 BASSETT CRESCENT NW - Home Business Minor - 
Landscaping.

A person claiming to be affected by a decision 
of the Development Authority may appeal to the 
Medicine Hat Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board by completing and submitting to the City 
Clerk Department, the required Notice of Appeal form within twenty one 
(21) days of this publication. Forms available from: City Clerk Dept., 3rd 
Floor, City Hall or City website: www.medicinehat.ca.

All Development Permits listed are subject to conditions. For more 
information, contact Planning and Development Services, 2nd Floor, 
City Hall. Ph. (403) 529-8374.

DEVELOPMENT PERMITS APPROVED
DECEMBER 25 TO DECEMBER 31, 2025

Recycle your real Christmas tree now until January 30, 2026, by dropping it 
off at one of the following convenient drop off locations:

•  20 Northlands Way NE – Northlands Co-op 
Recycling Depot

• 240 Kipling Street SE - Kipling Street Recycling Depot

•  3292 Dunmore Rd SE - Southwest corner of the 
Medicine Hat Mall parking lot 

Prior to drop off, please remove all plastic bags, stands, tinsel and 
decorations.

Please note that artificial trees cannot be recycled in this program nor in 
the blue recycling cart program. Artificial trees that can no longer be used or 
donated should be discarded in your grey waste cart.

Alternatively, you can take your real Christmas Tree to the Compost Facility 
or your unusable artificial tree to the Landfill, both located within the Waste 
Management Facility. 

The Waste Management Facility hours of operation are as follows:

• Monday through Saturday

o 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

• Closed on Sundays and all Statutory Holidays

Download the Recycle Coach App, refer to medicinehat.ca/landfill, or contact 
Environmental Utilities at 403-529-8176 for more information.

REAL CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING

The following actions should be considered to protect your water lines from 
freezing during the cold weather months:

•  Repair broken windows and ensure windows/vents are closed during the 
winter.

•  Insulate water pipes in unheated areas, including crawl spaces.

• For sinks located against a non-insulated outside wall:

o   Open the vanity door to allow warm air to reach the water pipes.

o  A light bulb placed near the water pipe may generate enough heat to 
keep the water flowing.

o  Heat tape wrapped around the pipe may keep the pipe from freezing.

•  Residents of mobile homes should check the condition of the heat tape on 
their water service and water meter.

•  Protect an unheated indoor water meter with an insulated box and water 
pipes should be wrapped in insulation using heat tape.

•  Outside water faucets and underground sprinkler systems should have the 
water supply shut off inside the house at the isolation valve for the faucet/
hose bib.

• Sprinkler lines and faucets should be drained/blown out.

•  Run a stream of cold-water, with a flow of approximately 250ml per 10 
seconds, continuously from one faucet.

•  If you plan to be away from home over the winter period, close the main 
water isolation valve located next to the water meter in your home. 

o  You should leave the heat on in your home and have someone check 
inside your home daily while you’re away.

A frozen water service or a burst water pipe is an inconvenience and 
expense that most people would like to avoid. Please take all possible 
precautions to prevent this happening in your home or business.

For more information, refer to www.medicinehat.ca/frozenwaterlines or 
contact Environmental Utilities at 403-529-8176.

PROTECT WATER LINES FROM FREEZING

www.medicinehat.ca

8AM - 4PM SPECIAL SERVICES
Electric Outages ........................................................403.529.8260
Gas Emergency .........................................................403.529.8191
Water & Sewer Emergency ...................................... 403.502.8042
After Hours Special Services................................... 403.526.2828
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Companies can make generic Ozempic as of next week, but don’t expect to get it soon
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The Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency has added 
several Peace by Chocolate 
and NuttyHero products to its 
ongoing recall of pistachios 
possibly contaminated with 
salmonella. 

The latest recall published 
Friday includes Peace by 
Chocolate bars and assorted 
chocolates sold across Canada.  

They may have been sold 
individually or as part of a 
variety pack. 

The affected products 
include Dubai Style Chocolate 
Pistachio and Kunafa Bar, The 
Peace Maker Specialty Bars, 
Trans Canada Trail — Peace 
Seeker, the Classic Box, the 

Proudly Canadian box and 
assorted filled chocolates. 

Some of the Peace by 
Chocolate products appear to 
be custom labelled for compa-
nies, including TD,  Dexterra -- 
First Onsite Property 
Restoration and Tri-County 
Regional Centre for Education. 

The food inspection agency 
also added NuttyHero nut and 
seed butters — including maple 
cinnamon, coconut crunch and 
chocolate bliss flavours — to the 
recall list on Friday. 

Hundreds of pistachios and 
pistachio-containing products 
have been recalled in Canada 
in recent months. 

People who think they 
might have recalled products 
should throw them out and 

contact a health-care provider 
if they have become sick. 

Food contaminated with 
salmonella may not look or 
smell spoiled but can still 
make you ill. 

Symptoms can include 
fever, headache, vomiting, 
nausea, abdominal cramps 
and diarrhea. 

Young children, pregnant 
women, seniors and people 
with weakened immune symp-
toms are especially at risk of 
serious illness. 

The complete list of recalled 
products can be found by 
clicking on “pistachio” on the 
Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency’s recall website at 
https://recalls-rappels.canada.
ca/en

Peace by Chocolate and NuttyHero products 
added to pistachio recall due to salmonella

CP FILE PHOTO
Ozempic is shown at a pharmacy in Toronto on April 19, 2023.
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Home sales in the City of 
Calgary fell 14.2 per cent in 
December compared with a 
year earlier, in line with the 
overall trend for 2025, while 
prices also fell.

The Calgary Real Estate 
Board said 1,126 homes 
changed hands last month and 
that the city’s residential bench-
mark price was down 4.7 per 
cent year-over-year to $554,700.

For 2025, home sales 
decreased 15.7 per cent overall 
compared with 2024, as the 
annual average benchmark 
price moved 2.4 per cent lower 
to $577,492.

The board’s chief economist, 
Ann-Marie Lurie, said supply 
levels grew higher than expect-

ed in 2025, especially for con-
dominium and row homes. 
That weighed on prices in 
those sectors enough to offset 
price gains for both detached 
and semi-detached homes.

“Adjustments in both supply 
and demand varied across the 
city, with pockets of the market 
continuing to experience sell-
er’s market conditions versus 
some areas where the condi-
tions favoured the buyer,” Lurie 
said. “This resulted in different 
price trends based on location, 
price range and property type.”

There were 1,219 new list-
ings on the market in 
December, down 1.5 per cent 
from a year earlier, but the 
city’s inventory grew 28.9 per 
cent to 3,860 homes for sale.

In 2025, Calgary saw more 
than 40,700 new listings come 
onto the market, 9.2 per cent 
higher than 2024, causing 
inventories to rise and driving 
more balanced conditions.

The board said 2025 marked 
“a year of transition” for the 
city’s housing market after sev-
eral years of strong price 
growth, as record high starts 
also helped boost supply levels.

That occurred against the 
backdrop of easing demand 
due to a reduction in migra-
tion levels and heightened 
economic uncertainty 
throughout the spring market.

“This helped shift the resale 
market from one that favoured 
the seller to one that was more 
balanced,” the board said.

Calgary housing market closed out 2025 with 
14% fewer home sales in December: board


